Notes on researching the Military Service history of Regimental number
782373 Private Laurence Laurence Dunbar Cunningham

In late December 2014 to early January 2015 we were preparing for Griff’s
memorial service and going through documents, photos and other records to
select items to display. Among these records was an envelop with two hardened
cardboard like objects that perplexed most of the family. As an Army Officer, I
recognised these immediately as military dog-tags. The details on the dog tags
were for Griff’s father, Laurence Cunningham. | was aware that Griff’s father had
served in the Canadian Army during the Great War, but I did not know much
beyond that. There had been dinner table discussions about Laurence being a
pacifist and seeking a role as a stretcher-bearer or medical orderly during the
war. The dog-tags provided a key clue to investigate Laurence’s war history
further - they detailed his regimental number which was 782373.

With Laurence’s regimental number, [ looked into accessing his service record
through the Library and Archives Canada (LAC) online. The LAC is accessed
through the URL www.bac-lac.gc.ca. Through the archives you can search a
database called Soldiers of the First World War: 1914-1918 (URL:
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war /first-
world-war-1914-1918-cef/Pages/canadian-expeditionary-force.aspx.).

Entering in names and regimental number leads to the following page:
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By clicking on his name this is expanded to show a scan of Laurence’s Attestation
Paper. This provides some details on his date of enlistment, statement of an oath
to serve King George V, a basic medical assessment, religion, next of kin, etc. See
the screen shot below.
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This is as far as I got in January 2015. There is a ‘Digitalised service file - PDF
format’ link. I clicked on the link but it never seemed to load properly -it would
start loading and then stop with no indication of progress. It appeared time out
or freeze. [ abandoned trying to load the file and added the link to my
bookmarks.

Approximately 18 months later, in September 2016, | was up late one night and
decided to see what bookmarks I had on my phone. Irediscovered the link to
Laurence’s service file. I tried the PDF link again, but had the same experience
with the apparent loading error. I put the phone down and went to bed. The key
to access was patience. When I woke in the morning I discovered that the file
had downloaded to reveal a PDF service file of 84 pages.

The file identifies that Laurence served in France and Flanders with the 46t
Infantry Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force. It includes a substantial
amount of detail on his medical history; particularly treatment following wounds
received on 2 Sep 1918. His wounds led to his evacuation from France to the UK
and eventually back to Canada to be discharged on 5 April 1919 as medically
unfit. 60 years to the day before Sarah was born.

There were two aspects of his service I was particularly looking for; his role and
medal entitlements. On page 45 of his service record (in red text) it identifies
that Laurence was ‘awarded for bravery in the field MM’. This is the Military
Medal. The medal is awarded to Warrant Officers, non-commissioned officers



and men for individual or associated acts of bravery on the recommendation of a
Commander-in-Chief in the field. This is a substantial award and should be
recognised within the family.

Other details of decorations are detailed on the Medal Card in Laurence’s file
(page 25 of 84) shown below.

Remarks

Latest Address...../J.Z

200m.-6-21.HM.

As you can tell there is no indication that this document has any link to his medal
entitlements. It took some more research to understand that this document was
his medal card - the awards he was entitled to indicated by the ‘B’ and ‘V’ with a
red check mark through them in the top right hand corner of the document. See



the following URL for advice on reading medal cards: http://www.bac-
lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage /first-world-war/Pages/read-medal-

card.aspx.

The markings on his Medal Record establish that he was entitled to be issued and
wear the following medals, in addition to the Military Medal:

British War Medal: The British War Medal was awarded to all ranks of
Canadian overseas military forces who came from Canada between 05
August 1914 and 11 November 1918, or who had served in a theatre of
war.

Victory Medal. The Victory Medal was awarded to all ranks of the fighting
forces, to civilians under contract, and others employed with military
hospitals who actually served on the establishment of a unit in a theatre
of war between 05 August 1914 and 11 November 1918 (inclusive). This
medal was never issued alone and was always issued with the British
War Medal. Note the bronze multi leaf emblem on the ribbon was only
issued to those who were Mentioned in Dispatches (MID). I do not
believe Laurence was MID.




[ am unaware if Laurence’s medals are still in the family, but if they are they
should have his regimental number initials and surname engraved on the bottom
edge of each medal. If the medals are not in the family I will investigate getting a
set of replicas mounted. The medals should be mounted as a group in the
following order:

Following the discovery of Laurence being awarded the Military Medal, | went in
search of some form of citation that would have detailed the basis for the award.
I returned to the LAC website to search for more details. Interestingly, when I
searched under his first and last name I did not get a hit. When I added his
regimental number I got a result - it turns out that that the details are referenced
in the database under his initials ‘L.D." only (I have send a Correction suggestion
to LAC to include his first and middle names). The search provided the following
data:
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This record provides some further clues to look for a citation. The next step was
to search the London Gazette. All details of the approval of these sort of honours
and awards would have been registered in the London Gazette at the time. The
LAC record (above) provided some key clues of the date of the award (1919-02-
11 and the Authority (LG). Searching on the London Gazette website was not so
simple and required a range of searches and progressively narrowing down to
the issue of the London Gazette that Laurence’s award of the Military Medal was
gazetted. In the end the LAC reference was a bit of a bum-steer . I found the
record in the Edinburgh Gazette of 11 February 1919 on page 888. Information
on the Gazette’s website (https://www.thegazette.co.uk) notes that the Gazette
is the UK’s official public record. It is comprised of three publications: The
London Gazette (published every weekday), The Belfast Gazette (published on
Fridays) and The Edinburgh Gazette (published on Tuesdays and Fridays). There
are a lot of Military Medals gazetted in this edition, but the wording in the
gazette (with the specific extract of Laurence’s details from the gazette) as
follows:

His Majesty the KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the
award of the Military Medal for Bravery in the Field to the under-
mentioned Warrant Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men:-

888 SUPPLEMENT to TeE EDINBURGH GAZETTE, FEBRUARY 13, 1919.

782373 Pte. Cunningham, L. D., 46th Bn., = 675796 Pte. Dewey, C. G., 2nd Bn., E.
| . OntarioR.

Unfortunately, the Gazette provided no citation, further detail or basis for the
award. Based on the date of the award, [ assumed that its award may be from
the action in which Laurence was wounded by a machine gun bullet to his right
hand - so what action was his unit involved in on 2 September 1918? The focus
of the search led to more research about his unit - 46t Infantry Battalion CEF.

A quick orientation with the 46t Infantry battalion (from Wikipedia)

The 46th Battalion (South Saskatchewan), CEF, was an Infantry Battalion
of the Canadian Expeditionary Force during the Great War. The 46th
Battalion was authorized on 7 November 1914 and embarked for Britain
on 23 October 1915. On 11 August 1916 it disembarked in France, where
it fought with the 10th Infantry Brigade, 4t Canadian Division in France
and Flanders until the end of the war. The battalion was disbanded on 30
August 1920.

The unit has come to be known as "The Suicide Battalion". The 46th
Battalion lost 1,433 killed and 3,484 wounded - a casualty rate of 91.5
percent in 27 months.

The 46th Battalion recruited throughout Saskatchewan and was mobilized
at Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan.



The 46th Battalion had two Officers Commanding:
e Lt.-Col. H. Snell, 22 October 1915 - 29 August 1916
e Lt-Col. HJ. Dawson, CMG, DSO, 29 August 1916-Demobilization

One member of the 46th Battalion was awarded the Victoria Cross.
Sergeant Hugh Cairns (VC) was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross
for his actions at Valenciennes on 1 November 1918.

The 46th Battalion was awarded the following battle honours:
» Battle of the Somme

» Battle of Ancre Heights

» Battle of Ancre

e Battle of Arras (1917)

» Battle of Arras (1918)
 Battle of Vimy Ridge

» Battle of Hill 70

» Battle of Ypres (1917)

» Battle of Passchendaele

» Battle of Amiens (1918)
 Battle of the Scarpe

¢ Battle of Dracourt-Quéant
e Hindenburg Line

 Battle of Canal du Nord

e Pursuit to the Selle

e Western Front

The 46th Battalion (South Saskatchewan), CEF, is perpetuated by The
Saskatchewan Dragoons.

A few more internet searches focusing on the 46t Infantry Battalion CEF led me
to a message board (URL: http://1914-
1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php?/topic/41943-46th-canadian-
infantry-battalion-record/). This provided a link to the official war diary of the
46t Infantry Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force (found here:
http://data4.collectionscanada.ca/netacgi/nph-
brs?s1=46th&s13=&s12=&1=20&s9=RG9&s7=9-
52&Sect1=IMAGE&Sect2=THESOFF&Sect4=AND&Sect5=WARDPEN&Sect6=HIT
OFF&d=FIND&p=1&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.collectionscanada.ca%Z2Farchivia
net%2F02015202_e.html&r=0&f=S). Asyou can see from the Battle honours in
the Wikipedia summary, the unit was very busy and involved in some of the most
recognised engagements on the Western Front.

This is a fabulous find and it provides a lot of information on the day-to-day
activities of the Officers and Men of the 46t Infantry Battalion. Matching
Laurence’s service record with the 46t Battalion’s war diary you will be able to
trace his steps through France between 1916 and 1918. It is a bit cumbersome as
they are essentially photo scans of the diary and you have to open each page as
an individual file. As they are effectively photos, you cannot complete a word or
name search. Nonetheless, it will be fascinating to see what his unit was up to
throughout the war during Laurence’s time with the Battalion. His service record



details when he was absent on leave (two weeks in early 1918) or for other
reasons (eg he had some dental work in 1917). More on this resource later.

[ also found reference to his Military Medal award through the UK National
Archives website. | had to pay a small fee (£3.45) to get access. Unfortunately it
provided no additional information on the reason for the award but it is another
missing piece of Laurence’s service record and further evidence of his award. A
copy of the Military Medal Card is shown below:
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Battle of Dracourt-Quéant

Laurence’s wound date led to more research on the Battle of Dracourt-Quéant.
The Battle of Dracourt-Quéant was an action that occurred over 2-4 September
1918. I have included (as an attachment) an extract from the September 1918
46t Infantry Battalion War diaries (Appendix 20 to the Diary) detailing the
Acting Officer Commanding’s report of the 46t Infantry Battalion’s actions
between 2 to 4 September 1918. On this day during this battle, seven Canadians
were awarded the Victoria Cross including a stretcher-bearer completing similar
tasks to Laurence if that was indeed his role within the Battalion. Over 5,000
Canadian casualties occurred on 2 September alone during this battle.
Essentially, this was an Allied counter attack against the German 1918 offensive
that had been halted just a week or so before in August 1918.

As indicated, the Battle of Dracourt-Quéant was the action in which Laurence
was wounded in action, based on the records in his service file. This eventually
led to his discharge as being medically unfit. A number of the documents in his
service file detail that Laurence was wounded on 2 September 1918 by a GSW
(Gun Shot Wound) to his right hand (see x-ray of Laurence’s hand, page 73 of
84); see below:



Laurence was shipped back to the UK on 5 September 1918, to the Mile End
Military hospital on Bancroft Road, London for 17 days from 6 to 23 September
1918. He was then transferred to the Granville Canadian Specialist Hospital
located at Buxton, Derbyshire for 40 days (to 1 November 1918) where he
appears to have undergone a number of surgeries on his hand that was infected.
The War ended whilst he was in the No. 5 Canadian General Hospital in Liverpool
(1 to 26 November 1918) before being repatriated to Canada on the Ship
‘ARAGUAYA' arriving on 7 December 1918.

On the Canadian Veterans Affairs website, there are some audio recordings of a
soldier who was wounded on the same day as Laurence reflecting on the day of
the battle and his return to Moosejaw, Saskatchewan. There are a number of
video clips with audio detailing the experiences of this WWI soldier during the
battle and his eventual repatriation to Canada. I imagine this would provide a
great insight for the family to get a sense of what Laurence would have
experienced. The following link will take you to one of the clips on the website,
but you can review the others form there:

URL: http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/video-gallery/video/5721



Incidentally, I sent two correction suggestions to the Library and Archives
Canada on 13 Sep 16:

Hi,

My wife is the Granddaughter of Laurence Cunningham and [ had accessed his record of service
to understand more about his service history. I note on the database his rank is not listed - it is
Pte. Also, he was awarded the Military Medal so his name should include the post-nominals MM -
the record of his award of the Military Medal is detailed on page 45 of his service record and also
in the 'Edinburgh Gazette of Tuesday 11 February 1919 On page 888 (first name on the page). |
am not sure if you include this sort of information in the database section, but I note other entries
include rank at least. [ have been searching for a citation for the award of the MM (hence seeking
out the London/Edinburgh Gazette entry and a review of the 46th Infantry Battalion war diaries -
but no luck yet. Would appreciate any advice on finding additional details on his service history.
His file consists predominately of his medial history following wounds sustained on 2 Sep 18 and
eventual honourable discharge in 1919.

Regards

Justin Tate
Lieutenant Colonel
Royal Australian Engineers

The second correction relates to his first and middle names not being detailed on
the Medal database (as indicated earlier in this document).

[ hope you enjoy discovering these artefacts and resources for yourself. For me it
was important so I can eventually share it with Jacob as he gets older. When he
starts to learn about WWI and WWII, I can instil a greater understanding of the
potential impacts of war and improve his own knowledge about his own family’s
involvement in these wars and other conflicts - leading to his mother and father
meeting in Sudan in 2006.

Regards

Justin Tate
13 September 2016

Post script on 22 Nov 16:

Spelling of Laurence’s name. Originally I had spelled Laurence as ‘Lawrence’.
A forgivable error [ am sure. It should be noted (as you may have picked up in
the Canadian Archive images) that in many of the official records his name is
spelled with a ‘w’. Perhaps he got the ‘Elis Island’ treatment from his Army
recruiters. It would have been virtually impossible to turn back those wheels of
bureaucracy!

Battalion assignment. Margaret asked about Laurence’s Battalion number. On
enlistment it appears as though Laurence was allocated to the 128t Battalion
established in Moose Jaw , Saskatchewan. The 128th Infantry Battalion sailed



from Canada on August 15th, 1916 and would have arrived in England about 10
days later.

The 128th was absorbed into the 15th and 19th Reserve Battalions, who in turn
supplied Saskatchewan affiliated combat battalions including the 5th, 28th, x 1st
Mounted Rifles in France and in your Father’s case the 46t Infantry battalion. It
was a common practice within Commonwealth forces to try and keep regionally
recruited men in similar/same geographic based units. This makes some sense
considering some of the cultural aspects of the time and it potentially provided a
form of welfare support for the families of deceased or wounded soldiers.
However, it also led to widespread devastation of the young male populations of
local communities.

Accoutrements. | have provided images of the two Battalion cap badges
Laurence would most likely have worn on his service cap. He would have also
worn collar badges on his uniform

Top left to right: Cap badge of the 128t Infantry battalion, CEF and 46t Infantry
Battalion, CEF.

Below left to right: Collar badge for 128t Bn and Laurence with 46t Battalion cap
and collar badges from the Letters website.




Victoria Crosses. Margaret asked a question regarding Victoria Crosses
awarded at the Battle of Dracourt-Quéant. As I mentioned earlier, seven
Canadians were awarded the VC based on their actions at this battle - the same
battle in which Laurence was wounded. VCs were awarded to: Bellenden
Hutcheson, Arthur George Knight, William Henry Metcalf, Claude Nunney, Cyrus

Wesley Peck, Walter Leigh Rayfield and John Francis Young.

[ have included the citations below. The citations provide an indication of
combat on the day Laurence was wounded . Two of particular note are Captain
Hutcheson and Private Young who were a Medical Officer and Stretcher-bearer
respectively. Noting Laurence was a stretcher bearer, and the circumstances of
his wounds detailed in the Letters website
(http://www.lettersfromthegreatwar.com/epilogue/), the citations of these two
soldiers demonstrate the bravery and chaos that occurred that are particularly
applicable to Laurence on 2 Sep 18, a few miles outside of Arras in France. [ have
been pretty lazy and just pulled the citations of these VC recipients from
Wikipedia, but they al reference the London Gazette for the citations. There is
plenty of more information on the background, action and future of these
gentlemen - noting two of the awards were posthumous (Knight and Nunney).

46™ Infantry battalion VC Recipient. Even closer to home was Sergeant Hugh
Cairns VC DCM, (4 December 1896[1] - 2 November 1918) of the 46t Infantry
battalion who was awarded a VC posthumously for action on 2 Nov 18. The
citation reads:

For most conspicuous bravery before Valenciennes on 1st November, 1918,
when a machine gun opened on his platoon. Without a moment's hesitation Serijt.
Cairns seized a Lewis gun and single-handed, in the face of direct fire, rushed the
post, killed the crew of five, and captured the gun. Later, when the line was held
up by machine-gun fire, he again rushed forward, killing 12 enemy and capturing
18 and two guns.

Subsequently, when the advance was held up by machine guns and field guns,
although wounded, he led a small party to outflank them, killing many, forcing
about 50 to surrender, and capturing all the guns. After consolidation he went
with a battle patrol to exploit Marly and forced 60 enemy to surrender. Whilst
disarming this party he was severely wounded. Nevertheless, he opened fire and
inflicted heavy losses. Finally he was rushed by about 20 enemy and collapsed
from weakness and loss of blood. Throughout the operation he showed the
highest degree of valour, and his leadership greatly contributed to the success of
the attack. He died on the 2nd November from wounds.

Capt. Bellenden Seymour Hutcheson, VC Can. A. Med. Corps, attending 75th
Bn., 1st Central Ontario R.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty on September 2nd, when
under most intense shell, machine-gun and rifle fire, he went through the
Queant-Drocourt Support Line with the battalion. Without hesitation and with
utter disregard of personal safety he remained on the field until every wounded
man had been attended to. He dressed the wounds of a seriously wounded
officer under terrific machine-gun and shell fire, and, with the assistance of
prisoners and of his own men, succeeded in evacuating him to safety, despite the



fact that the bearer party suffered heavy casualties.

Immediately afterwards he rushed forward, in full view of the enemy, under
heavy machine-gun and rifle fire, to tend a wounded sergeant, and, having placed
him in a shell-hole, dressed his wounds. Captain Hutcheson performed many
similar gallant acts, and, by his coolness and devotion to duty, many lives were
saved.

Private. John Francis Young, VC 87th Bn., QuebecR.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty in attack at Dury-Arras
sector on the 2nd September, 1918, when acting as a stretcher-bearer attached
to "D" Company of the 87th Bn., Quebec Regiment.

This company in the advance over the ridge suffered heavy casualties from shell
and machine-gun fire.

Pte. Young, in spite of the complete absence of cover, without the least hesitation
went out, and in the open fire-swept ground dressed the wounded. Having
exhausted his stock of dressings, on more than one occasion he returned, under
intense fire, to his company headquarters for a further supply. This work he
continued for over an hour, displaying throughout the most absolute
fearlessness.

To his courageous conduct must be ascribed the saving of the lives of many of his
comrades.

Later, when the fire had somewhat slackened, he organised and led stretcher
parties to bring in the wounded whom he had dressed.

All through the operations of 2nd, 3rd, and 4th September Pte. Young continued
to show the greatest valour and devotion to duty.

Sergeant Arthur George Knight, VC

On 2 September 1918 at Villers-les-Cagnicourt, France, when a bombing section
which he was leading was held up, Sergeant Knight went forward alone,
bayoneting several machine-gunners and trench mortar crews, and forcing the
rest to retire. Then bringing forward a Lewis gun he directed his fire on the
retreating enemy; his platoon went in pursuit and the sergeant, seeing about 30
of the enemy going into a tunnel leading off the trench, again went forward
alone, killing an officer and two NCOs and taking 20 prisoners. After this, again
single-handed, he routed another hostile party. Later he was fatally wounded.

L./Cpl. William Henry Metcalf, VC M.M., Manitoba R.

For most conspicuous bravery, initiative and devotion to duty in attack, when,
the right flank of the battalion being held up, he realised the situation and rushed
forward under intense machine-gun fire to a passing Tank on the left. With his
signal flag he walked in front of the Tank, directing it along the trench in a
perfect hail of bullets and bombs. The machine-gun strong points were
overcome, very heavy casualties were inflicted on the enemy, and a very critical
situation was relieved.

Later, although wounded, he continued to advance until ordered to get into a
shell hole and have his wounds dressed.

His valour throughout was of the highest standard.



CPL Claude Joseph Patrick Nunney VC, DCM, MM (24 December 1892 - 18
September 1918)

For most conspicuous bravery during the operations against the Drocourt-
Quéant Line on Sept. 1st and 2nd, 1918.

On Sept. 1st, when his battalion was in the vicinity of Vis-en-Artois, preparatory
to the advance, the enemy laid down a heavy barrage and counter-attacked. Pte.
Nunney, who was at this time at company headquarters, immediately on his own
initiative proceeded through the barrage to the company outpost lines, going
from post to post and encouraging the men by his own fearless example. The
enemy were repulsed and a critical situation was saved.

During the attack on Sept. 2nd, his dash continually placed him in advance of his
companions, and his fearless example undoubtedly helped greatly to carry the
company forward to its objectives. When his battalion which was preparing to
advance, was heavily counter-attacked by the enemy, Private Nunney on his own
initiative, went forward through the barrage to the company out-post lines,
going from post to post and encouraging the men by his own fearless example.

Lt.-Col. Cyrus Wesley Peck, VC D.S.0., Manitoba R.

For most conspicuous bravery and skillful leading when in attack under intense
fire.

His command quickly captured the first objective, but progress to the further
objective was held up by enemy machine-gun fire on his right flank.

The situation being critical in the extreme, Colonel Peck pushed forward and
made a personal reconnaissance under heavy machine-gun and sniping fire,
across a stretch of ground which was heavily swept by fire.

Having reconnoitred the position he returned, reorganised his battalion, and,
acting upon the knowledge personally gained; pushed them forward and
arranged to protect his flanks. He then went out under the most intense artillery
and machine-gun fire, intercepted the Tanks, gave them the necessary directions,
pointing out where they were to make for, and thus pave the way for a Canadian
Infantry battalion to push forward. To this battalion he subsequently gave
requisite support.

His magnificent display of courage and fine qualities of leadership enabled the
advance to be continued, although always under heavy artillery and machine-
gun fire, and contributed largely to the success of the brigade attack.

Private Walter Leigh Rayfield, VC

From 2-4 September 1918 during the operations east of Arras, France, Private
Rayfield, ahead of his company, rushed a trench occupied by a large party of the
enemy, bayoneting two and taking 10 prisoners. Later, after engaging with great
skill an enemy sniper, he rushed the section of the trench from which the sniper
had been operating and so demoralised the enemy that 30 others surrendered to
him. Subsequently, regardless of personal safety, he left cover under heavy
machine-gun fire and carried in a badly wounded comrade.



Extract from 46 Infantry Battalion War Diary - September 1918
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given to the Battalions. After a conference in the late
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Companies allat ted.
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2-company frontage in four waves, eash Company on a 2-platoon
frontars, distance between waves 76 yards, "0" Gompany, Capt.
Bleir, on Riaht, "D' Gompany, Capt. Shaw, on Left, supported
by "% Cowpany, Capt. Brown and "3" Company, Capt. Rateman,
respoctively.

Pirst wave to go right to objective.

ascond wave to mop up Eastern size of DURY,

Third wave to advance to Vestern elde of TURY end mop
up the area snd coneolidate in DROCOUR-WUZANT SUFFORT LINE,

Tourth weve to advance and wop up DIRY WD and
CUATNIRNSG ard conslldate tho DURV-WURANT SHPPORT LINE.

ZZRY 5 a.m. The Babtalion, with waves slosad up, moved
behing the barrare. The Battallon movad Korth of SFRIFE
COFSE %o avoid onemy shelling, then swung out, aligning
itself on Pripgade frontage. Pormmation was checled vn from
tine te Lime, and tho:gh sholled few casualtioas occurred up
to the Battalion reaching the DROCOUAT-QUEANT SUPORT LINE.

One Platoon of "C" Company, Lieut. Blodgett, with
another in support, Worked round the left of the DURY WoOD
throvgh the Villago of DURY aml consolidated cn the £inal
ohjective, The other 2 platoons of‘this Company in extended
order moved forward on tha right of ZURY @CL and on reaching
tho DIOCOURT-QUBANT SUPPORT LINE were held wp by machine pun
and rifle five from tho Suniterl koad botween the Crucifix
Te22,0.20,10 and Chapol P.21.d.70,40. The iattalion on the
right. were alno held up at this izt point. At this point /

Capt.
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ACTION OF

(cont'd)

ACTION OF
LEFT
COMPANY.

POSITION AT
7.80 a.m.

Poge 2,

Capt. Brown, Commanding the Right Support Company, o npeciat ed
the situation and sent to oltain the assnstarco of a trak to,
deal with this enemy opposition. §,0.35, rccked wos alsy sord
up by Capt. Blair to eignify "held up", The tenk uroBk dovn
Just West of the DROCOURT~QUEANT SUFZORT LINZ and 00 was
unable to render any assistance. Thereupon Capt ., Brown, soting
with ?rompt decision, ordered 2 sections of his company to PO~
ceed through the Village and outflank the enemy opposition,
These Sections were led by Sergeant Farker, wno successfully
outflanked from the rear, whilst Capt. Brown, leading the ve-
meinder of his Company, 2 Platoons, forward, took the enemy: -
from the front and as e result the whele Scuth-Wactern defences
of the Village fell, Alut 120 prisoner: and 2 heevy machine
gans and 7 light machine guns were capturcd by this Jompany.
Sergeant Parker also dealt with enemy machine gun at MOULIN
DAMIERS with rifle grenades and silenced this opposition and
as a pesult "0" Jompany and the Battalfon cn wight 721t the
result and moved forward, "C" Company Laking un theix 20sitton
on the RED LINS and digging in. Oapt. 3rcwn rovorted objestivo
gained 7,45 a.m, .

Tac Company crogied the DILGOURI-QUILRY LiKE in‘goecd
orgenised shape and in the QUARRIES Lieut. Rising: {subsequently
killed) ard pieut, Philpott captured the ires Ccmmandant, ais
Assistant, and about 100 prisoners, who surrencered freely.
During the mopping up of the QUARRIES our barrage fell. noavily
on TURY and advantage was taken then to re-ongsnize. The
DROCOURT -QUEANT SUPPORT LINE was reached with 1ittle opposi-
tion and Lieut. Rising was detailed tc “axe 1 Platcon throvgh
the Village and establish himsel? on the cdjsctive. AL the
same time 2 sections of another platoon proceeded tarcugh the
Woods at P.22,s. &nd established a position on “he high arourd
beyond, connecting up with Lieut. Rising. The reme’ning twn
sections of the last mentioned Platoon, togebher wita Yo. 172
Platoor, remained in the Support Iine and No. 18 Diabtcor went
out by 3ections to connect with Ifieut. Rising,

2% 7,30 a.m, Lleut. Rising reported to Capt. Shaw that
he had established himself on the objective and had connected
up witn "C" Company on his right. Oapt. Shaw ther rsconnoitred
the line and found hig Company connectoed an the rieht with "GY
Company and the Left Flank held by Units of ths Tondon Rifle
Brigade, ami thereafter fired 3 white lights in succession to
signify that the objective had been reached. Thiz wac dons at
7.50 a.m, Oapt. Shaw reports that the enemy in front gseemed
to be greatly disorganized and parties were hurrying away and
Lewis Gun find rifle fire was kept up by the Company in %he
line with great sugcess, many sasualtises being inflicted. It
is estimated that over 300 prisoners wero sent back from “ne
Left Compeny Sectors.

The Pattalion had made its objective and were conss lidating
upon the RED LINE,

At 8.15 a.m. the Left Flank of the 85th Battalior with-
drew on a frontage from our Right Flank to MOULIN DAMIERS for
a considerable distance, This aotion left our Right Flank in
the air and the Right Company Commander withdrew his Right
Posts to the Sunken Road ween the Orucifix and the forvard
edge of the Village, whers good cover and a ficic of fire vero
aveilable, TLater a Company of the 87th Buttaiion camc wp and
took up positions alcns the Sunken Road and pushed ont posts,
thus protesting our Right Flank, At 8.45 a.n, & party of the
44th Battallon movad formard fyom the Sunken Road in an *
nasterly direction but were held up by machine gur Tive from
enemy protacted poste in P,22,4. and 20.h, Mheir iine way

,theve held up and fell baok to the 1ine ocoupled by thz Qita

Zottalion and then finally to the Sunken Roed on our fpont ,

This varty, which consisted of a Company Sergeant «Major, 2

Swgaant‘_a and 06 other ranks, placed thamselves under the
7
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command of Capt. Blair until they had instructions from their
Battalion, The situation thers, remained the same til1 12
noon, the Support Company being"in the DROCOURT-CURANT SUPPORY
LINE.

Av 7,80 a.m, Battalion Headquarters moved forward to the
DROCOURT-QUEANT LINE and wers estadlished ab P,21.c,40,90.
0n arrival thre T found that the 47th and 50th Battalions had
made their ohjectives and wus informed by an 0fficer of the
47th Bettalion who came back that the Battalion hagd captured
CURY. I sent a message to 3rigade and to the 44th Battalion
advising timed 8,20 a«m. I proceeded to the ieft and found
2nd Essex in the DROCOURT-GUEANT SUPFORT LIHE and en 0fficer
informed me that there was a Company of tiis Battalion North
of the Village. Lleut. Scott was detailed to repert as tc
connection with Flenks and Lieut. Crowe went forward to re-
port on situvation in Front ILine, The DROCOURL -QUEAMY LINE,
QUEANT SUPPORT LINE and posts in front of the Viilage vere
being subjected to heavy machine gun fire and to arti llery
fire. To deal with machine gun fire a request was sont %o
Hoadquarters to send up Stokes Guns and ammmnitiorn so that an
endeavcur might be made to smother machine gun fire. Con-
munication forward was also difficult and dengerous owing to
mechine mun fire and sniping, At 11.30 a.m, Captains Brovn
and Bateman came to Battallon Headquarters and advised that
tho Support Line was very shallow and was being subjected to
heavy machine gun fire, I asked them to hold on Yaking as
much cover as possible until the situation was pelieved by
the push forward of the leap-frogging Battalions dut to make
the best dispositions possible to avoid casualties.

From reports received from Capt, Blair and Capt. Shaw
the situation at 12 noon was that the Fosts East of the Vil-
lage had suffored many casualties owing to artillery fire,
machine gan fire and sniping, that a Post covering Road
approach to the Village had been wiped out and that the enemy
werc Geveloping & strong counter-attask on tne Villegc. At
12,35 p.m. I received a message from Cop%. Shaw that the Units
on his Left Flank had withdrawn, that the Flank of hig Company
was threetened and that the Company had received very heavy
cagualties, that there was no comtact with Company or Kight
and that he had been forced back to the QUEANT SUPP ORT LINE.
On receipt of this message I went forward, meeting on the way
Colv rage, 50th Battalion, vho had come up, and advised nim of
“4he situation, alsc advising Brigado, amd irfommed toth that
I was going to re-establiish the Iine. An order was sont to
all Companiss advising them of the situation and that the
Villago must ©oe held at all costs. On proceeding forward to
the QUZANT SUPPORT LINE I met Cept. Brown and Capt. Shaw,
Capt. Rrown was ordered to sent one Platoon forwerd to fill up
the gep between the 2 Front Companies and establish connection
with Right Forward Compeny and Cap. Shaw was ordorsa i re-
ostabiish his Line by a counter-attack. I also ordered Gapt .
Bat.eman to toke up & Left defensive Flunk position with one
Platoon. Arrangements wore thereupon made snd the count ey~
attack was brilliantly done by flanking the cnemy With Lewis
gun fire and cleaning him out of the position by a bayonet
charge made by 1 Platoon under Lieut. Goulden over a distance
of 300 yards. The line vas re-established at 2,10 p.m. and a
roport to that effect sent to Brigade at once, and Colonels
Page and Keegnn advised. In this counter-attack the enemy
were utterlyrrouted and took to flight, 1 0fficer, 8
unwounded and 20 wounded were capturad, as also 2 machine guns
and a large number of casualties inflicted on the enemy in
front of our positions. His stretcher bearcrs were cbservod
tuay collecting their wounded and taking them to the rear for
about 2 hours, The 1ine was now fimly established on the
left and no trouble was experienced from the Left Flank.
2 Platoona of the 2nd Cemeron Highlandevrs were pluced con the
Left of our positicn und seoured our Ilank,
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On the Ripht the line on the Bast of wre Villege Bad been svept

bv Machine gpun fire end many casualties inflicted. Azt noon Capt,
Blair was informed thaf post in Sunken Reud before refeircd to had
beer wiped out end that the Left Companies Poste had >zon wiihdpawn
and thet Lhs oneny were penetrating into the Village, Capt. Blair
rightly decided $n4t the Village must be heid at all costs and the
encemy preventod from getting into same in strength, About this tima
the Platoon from the Support Company amrivad ami Tilled un the btreak
in the 1ine and Cept. Elaip had this Platcon postac and a poat
estarliched 1o sover the Sunken Rpad at 2.22.¢,20.55, ['» fren had
a rlatoon of the 44th who had attached themselvez to aim enter ihs
Viilage ond clean up thoge of the enemy Wno had eatered 150 agn
wnict. was done in 2 very gallant and satiafactory maumor. T
Commanding Officer saw Oapt. Blair and egpproved of nod 1
dono and advised him as to the counter-attack o he 3
Company for the purpoes of re-establishing the vosis,
leted az abuve related.

atout 2,00 p,me the sitvation therefore was what tho wheis

ha ¢ boay re-eatabliched, the enenv who rad ertored wn:
clearsd out and the defence madé securo.

In the sfterncon it was rapoited by Gapt. SheW thut he -
touch with the 44th Rattalion on his Lert, 4 g wher « :
great moderation in artililery and medhine gun firs and the gi tuotion
remeined more or lcss normal, Groups of the ensny vere reportad
filtering in front of thae Left Company about 7,40 p.m. and Srigade
and artiliery ro%ified o doal with seme.

Ccleonel Devies, 44th Babtelion, callsd o
quarters and delivered 0.0.,154, the ordor four the at:
Zero 'our: § w.m. Company Commandor: wors immedisbe!
the cperation aid debal 1s of Same Aiseusscd and insid
It wes arrueged with Jolonel Daviss vki his party who vaps -
Ripht Conpeny shouid move over o ais Babialion ¥rontags,
Drigadc Frovt, and that “"A" Qompary would gush out Pastz
cariv morriug to cover theé assembly of assauvli Gompunis
Gowpany, "B Left Jompany, supported by "GY and "pf g .
respeetively, "C" Gompany forming up on the Right of the seamit
Companies had passed through them, Instructions were also given to
‘A" Company to desl with any Machine Gun Fostc that might ba in the
vicinity of the Sunken Road which would trouble the assambly.

Battnlion Battle Headquarters mored to GUEAN' SUPRFT LINE
at 1.21.4,50,45,

Assembly reported sumplete by all Companies. Liens. dyow
(Scout O°ficer; went forward to ascertain that the acsendbiy ws
complete and informed the Commanding Officer at Zero hsur that
aggendbly hind bern comploted and the 1ith Erigade on the Kio
formod him that the operation was possponed. At tho same tins o
message ceme thraugh from Battalion Headquartoers that the operasion
had been peatponed for 24 hours and I wont forward and maw 0 the
withdrazal cf *he assembled Baitalion, dranting them t2 tuks up
thelr positions as befora the assembly, The Babtalion ware buck in
their positions at 6,20 a.m, and Brirace advised, In viav of the
fact that no cppesition had greeted the assembiy oppesite the Hate
tallon I weat ferward to the Front Ling Compandes and imetivcted them
to serd sut Palrols and endeavour to ght in touch with ths enemy and
report, This action was nubsogquently crdersd by messnre Fron Beigoda,
B.M,455, I thoreaftar went round all Companies, advised Lhom as to
the situnibion nnd the possibllity of a move forwaza and dipastad

» that all shovid be prepared to move forwerd when oxdora recsived,

© Subsequently ¥ advised the G.0.0. 23 to vhat I had dnns and »adedved
instoctions 40 conform ¥ ith the move of the 1Ith Brizacs o the
Righ* and thoe 44th RBattalion on'the I.é‘ac‘v; and that tho Autt “1ion wag
wh to b rosgonsible for the Village of SATDEMONY. 4% 11,15 2aMy
the Rattalion moved forward on theip oblective, the GREAN LINg, 1y




Page 5.
, B

in artillery fomation, precedsd by myself, Lieut. Scott and Scouts.
.The advance was made on a 500 yards frontage and under very heavy
enomy Shelling, cauwsing Quite & number of casualties. In movi g
Torward touch was established with the 44th Battalion on the t
and also with the §87th Battalion on the Right. The Battalion was
ied on to their position in the GREEN LINE and dug in., AY 12.10 pm.
the Battalfion were in position in the GREEN LINE. Battalion Head-
quarters was te:r.por'a.:r'j.l‘y1 establisned in QUARRY at Q.13.¢.20.85 and
Brigade informed that the Battallon were on their objective. Stops
were immediately taken to distritute the Battalion in depth for
defensive purposes and a meeting of Company Commanders was held
thore and instructlons given. The area occupised by the Battalion
was very heavily shelled ané 2lso the vicinity of Headquarters and
about 5.20 p.m. a shell turst at the door of the temporary Head-
quarters and caused cagualties, Capt. Bateman beling killed, Megor
J.AFopo, M.0,, Wounded, myself elightly wounded, and 1 other rank,
i0th T.M.B., kllled.

The Battalion was distrituted in depth, "C" and "D" Gompanies
in the Front Line with Outpost Iine in front, apan Company in support
md "B" Company in reserve. A reconnaissance was made to obtain
accommodation for Battalion Headquarters which were lattsrly estab-
lished at §.20.a.40,45, at 9 p.m., and rext morning "B" Company of

which Iieut. Hewitt took commend, moved into quarters in ECOURT-ST-
QUENTIN, Battle patrols were sent forward in the afternoon by "“¢"
and "D" Companies to reconnoitre the area forward to the Canal,
including Bridge-heads i1f possible.

I went over the Front Line about 8.15 p.m, and found all in
order, thereafter proceeding via the Support Company to the newly
established Battolion Headquariors.

45 civilians were found in the Villege of ECOURT-ST-QUENTIN
without gas masks and the town was heavily shelled with gas shells.,
Bripade were advised at 7.40 p.m. and during the course of next
morning the civilians were removed under arrangsmenis made by
French Mission,

Cn advice from the Brigade the 44th Battalion took over a
portion of our established Front Line as far as @€.,14.¢.80,75 and the
relief was completed during the ovening by 10 p.m.

In the eariy moraing of the 4th insl telerhnne meesege was
received from Brigade that the Battalion pusti ;. - forward patrols
towards Bridges in Q.23.a, and towards PALLUEL in «.l0.d. to ascertain
if same were held and %0 be prepered to support the patrolis for a
ganersl advence. I immedia tely sent for the Officer Commuw ding "A"
Companyeand instructed hin to have a patrol ready to proceed on
orders. Owing to interruption of telephone communication Q.D.146
contsining instructions was received at 6.3C a.m., along with message
0.D. 148 ordering the crossings tc be secured during the day or under
cover of davkness at night as a first step. A patrol undér ILiout,
Coates wae ordered to recormcitre the aprroaches to PALLUEL and the
Bridges and if nct occupied to seize same and hold, and if cpposition
met with to kesp enemy under observatlon, make 4 general reconnaigsance
of the whols situation and report. A patrol was Sent from A" Company
under Lieut. Philpott accompanied by Lieut. Crowe {Scodt Officer)
with similar instructions with regard to the Bridges in Q.25,a, These
steps were taken as 2 preliminary to working out 2 scheme of attack
on these Pridges and ogtablishing Eridge-heads during the oveniag,

In the foremcn Major Perry {Brigade Major) vicited Battalion Head-
quarters ard I informed him of the steps which had Deen takon and that
the patrols sent out wore for the purpcss of recomaisgance and if no
oppoeition met with to establish wridge-heads. This acstion, he in-
Tormed me; was exastly wnat was intended by the G.0.0. and thic was
aubsequently oconfirmed b\‘{ & tolerhono ocnversetion I hud with Ceneral
Hayter. uious. Philpott's pabtrol retwmed in the aftermoon anf I
communicated with the G,0.C., giving him the contents of tho patiol
report, which wos subgequently forwarded to Evigndd. A copy of'
Tdeut, Con te'e repork was aleo forwarded.
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During the day the area occupied by the Battalion
gnvgmpor:icdioally shelled, also the Village of X30URT ST.

Orders having baer recoived fop tae reliof of the
Battalion this night the necessary arrangements wepe
takon for same, fuides oveing sent to Brigade Hoadquarters
and Officors from the relieving Battalion vigiting "’
Jttalion Headquarters i1 the afternoon and being shown
over the line and dispositions. The relieving Battalion
(1181 Ganradian Infentry) relieved our twe Front Lineg,
Companies and Roserve Company and alsgo 1 Company of the
44th Battalion on cur ioft and the relief proceeded without
incident and was complote by 1150 p.m, Bragade being duly
informod of the compietion,

Ths Battalion vrozseded Yy Companies to billetting
arca ncur ViS-on-ARP0IS whore they were served with a hot
meal ané cested cvernipnt .

The artillory tarrage was excellemt and atourata,
Some cmoko shells feil short,

Hedleal arrangoments for clearing were exccllent
ard the werk was expedit iously done.

Gommanicatlon was at all times difficult owing to
9noll fire breaking the wire but every effort was made
1o meintalr communication, Forward of the Battalion
commurical fon was dangerous owing %o hsavy Machine Gun
fire und gniping,

Lesses during the operation were -

Of ficers,

Killed 2
Dicd of wounds

Voundod .

Tounded at duvy

Missing

10

——
—_——

Roparding the missing, nono are belisved to be prisoners,
They are snccountad for br men being kiiled ond wounded
during She zdvanca,  Fopthor rarticulars r9garding them
should I te hand in the course of the next fow days, so
goon as the Fleld Ambulance and Burial Party returns are
to hand,

At least 400 prisoncrs were captured and sent bask,
including Area Comrandant; his agsistant and Medical Staff,

Materdal captured consisted of 1 Field Gun (77 om )
15 Machine Guns, 1 small anti-tank guin and a large quantity
of deouments, which were immediately forwarded to Brigade
on capture,

Tho eazwalties inflicted on the enemy in the attack
and 130 1a our counter-attack in the afternoon were

heavy
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The operation entrusted to the Battalion was
means an oasy one, as it involved the capture and ing
of the WOODS, QUARRIES and VILIAGE of DURY and the oleaning
up of a highly defended position of Machine Gun defoncos,
The succoss of the attack was attainod through tho am
barrago and the thorough co-operation of Companies, n:%%o.g
and sectdong and the magnific ent spirit shown by Gompany
Offiinane; and all renks during the attack, The work done
by Capt. BROWN'S Gompany “n cloaring up the Southorn defenscs
of the village was briliiant, as also the attack by Capt,.
SHAW'S Company in the afternoon. fhen sonior N.C.0s were
knockod out juniors immodiately jumped into their placos
and ‘acted with great courage and itactical skill,

I wish to acknowledge particularly the valuable
sorvices of the following Officers and other ranks,

) Kajor J. A, HOPE, M.C.
P 3 Gept. R. W, GYLES, M.C, (who came up after Ma jor
Hope had been wounded)
R, BROWN

J. T. SHAW

H., J. BLAIR
R.J,8,BATRMAN (Killed in action,
W. C. MORGAN, G.A.X.C,
H. BWX, Jhaplain,
PHILPOTT, D.C.M,
COATES

CROWE
H.N.0,RIBING ( Killed in Aotipn,)
J. M, BLODGETT,

Sgt. PARKER H. O. Pte, FIDIER J,
Sgt. ECWARDS C. ' LEWIS E.M.C.
»  MAISOIM W.J. MAGUIRE R. M.M,
Cpl., ADNNSON  J.B.2( M.M. MOCRE R.D,
and Bar) PHILLIPS R.E,
y JENSEN  E.A, REEDMAN, A,
L{cpl. AMBLEY DN, SARGERANT G
GRANGER  W.C, : A,
. KB{INER  R,G, P IGH% Vo
it JONNSTON G, TIMBERLAKS 3,
Pbte. AYRR3, H.2.
" CALMAN W,
n CAMPRELI R.RB.
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a/Commanding 0fficer, 46th Battalion.
Saskatchewan Regiment,




